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PAGE 01 GENEVA 06537 022031Z 
ACTION 10-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO OIC-02 AF-10 ARA-14 EA-09 EUR- 12 
NEA-10 FEA-01 AID-05 CEQ-01 CIAE-00 ERDA-07 
COME-OO DODE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 INR-07 L-03 NSF-02 
NSC-05 NSAE-00 PM-05 USIA-15 OES-07 SS-15 SP-02 
INT-05 /164W 

050343 030207Z/15 

R 021747Z AUG 77 
FM USMISSION GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9927 
INFO USUN NEW YORK 5591 

UNCLAS GENEVA 6537 

EO 1 1652: NA 

TAGS: ECOSOC, EGEN, UN 

SUBJ: RESOLUTION ON WATER CONFERENCE BROUGHT TO VOTE BY ECONOMIC 
COMMITTEE 

REF: A) GENEVA 6418; B) GENEVA 6378; C) GENEVA 5994; 

D) UN DOCUMENT E/AC.6/L.605/REV.1 

1 . ON AUGUST 1, ECONOMIC COMMITTEE TOOK UP REVISED TEXT 
OF G-77 RESOLUTION ON WATER CONFERENCE (REFS A, B, AND C). 

AT REQUEST OF POLISH DELEGATION, THE PHRASE "WATER 
LEGISLATION/ WAS INSERTED IN FINAL PREAMBULAR PARA, 

AFTER "PLANNING MANAGEMENT AND INSTITUTIONAL ASPECTS." 
PARAGRAPHING AND REFERENCES WERE ALTERED SOMEWHAT. 

2. THE SOVIET DELEGATION CALLED FOR A VOTE ON THE 
RESOLUTION, WHICH CARRIED BY 33 (US)-0-3. THE UKRAINIAN 
SSR AND BULGARIA JOINED THE USSR IN ABSTAINING. POLISH 
DELEGATION, AT LEAST, WAS PRESENT IN CHAMBER (HAVING 
PROPOSED AN AMENDMENT) BUT DID NOT PARTICIPATE. AFTER 
VOTE, VICE-CHAIRMAN RESPONSIBLE FOR CONTACT GROUP 
(KINSMAN-CANADA) NOTED ANGRILY THAT USSR HAD PARTICIPATED 
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IN CONTACT GROUP WHICH HAD ACHIEVED CONSENSUS, AND THAT 
HENCE SOVIET MOVE CAUSED "INTENSE SURPRISE." HE REGRETTED 
IT, AND ITS "IMPLICATIONS FOR THE NEGOTIATING PROCESS." 

SOVIETS REPLIED VERY BRIEFLY, REFERRING TO THEIR OPPOSITION 
TO SPECIAL SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 
(CNR), AND THEIR ABSTENTION ON RESOLUTION I OF CNR REPORT. 
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3. IN OTHER EXPLANATIONS OF VOTE, BRAZILIAN HAD NOTED THEY 
HAD VOTED AGAINST PARA 86(G) OF WATER CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS 
(ON SHARED WATER RESOURCES), WHILE AFGHANISTAN REFERRED 
TO ITS STATEMENT ON THE SAME SUBJECT CONTAINED IN PARA 132 
OF WATER CONFERENCE REPORT. UNEP REPRESENTATIVES NOTED 
IT HAD ALREADY CREATED AN EXPERT GROUP ON SUBJECT OF WATER. 

VANDEN HEUVEL 
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